Ladies and Gentlemen!

Please let me welcome the Ambassador of Norway and his wife with special attention. 
 „The one, who gives to me teaches me to give” – that is how the saying goes. As the citizens of Nagykőrös we can be grateful and follow one’s example since we was given a lot during the years.

We was given by our ancestors, László Szalay and his wife, Terézia Gotwill their old beer house and its 6 acres of land which was the base of the Cifra Garden.

We was given by our ancestors who worked hard to make the garden once called Széchenyi Spa Garden an improving and well-maintained park for the town.

The garden faced good times and bad times as well but we received it and we have to manage it with all our might. While cherishing its traditions and functions, we want to meet today’s and the future’s demands and customs as well.

Béla Galantai Fekete wrote the following about the Cifra Garden 90 years ago:

„The whole town meets here during spring and the summertime”.

We had to realize that If we want to have a Cifra Garden like this, then we have to renovate it in several points. István Széchenyi, the first name-giver of the garden said that „It is easy to find mistakes. Anybody can do it, but to make something better is lot harder.”
We found several mistakes and there were errors found with others’ help. We saw that the Swiss House, built 145 years ago, is in a bad condition. We saw that during town events, if the weather became rainy or stormy, the garden’s roads were not in the best state. The open stage and the auditorium needed renovation as well. However the investment which cost more than 100 million HUF could not be implemented without financial help.

The town was gifted once again. I would like to thank the EEA Grants provider countries. Thank you Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. It is a great pleasure for us that the Ambassador of Norway and his wife accepted our invitation and we can celebrate together.

I would like to say my thanks to His Excellency and his wife for being here in Nagykőrös. Your presence holds great importance for us.

We wanted to make a garden where the citizens and the town’s visitors can spend quality time. We knew that renovating the Swiss House would not be enough. Creating a public bath house would not make sense nowadays, however it was important for us to make the garden a comfortable and cultured place for everyone. Mothers with their baby carriage or people with disabilities are the part of our society as well and we took them into consideration during the investment. We saw that the extant playground is very popular and there is a high demand for a place where the children can play safely, far from the traffic.

I hope that the new equipment of the garden will be as popular as the snowmen and rocking animals in the town center during winter.
The investment’s supporters were Csaba Tőrös architect, the Horizont4 Kft. and Zoltán Paluska technical supervisor. The implementation was made by the Szilasi és Társa Kft., the Uniós Projekt Fejlesztő Tanácsadó és Szolgáltató Kft. and the professional colleagues of the Mayor’s Office. I would like to thank them their work as well as the activity of the KÖVA-KOM Nonprofit Zrt., the Prime Minister’s Office, The State Secretariat of Cultural Heritage and the International Development and Fund Coordination Agency.

However, our work isn’t over yet. We will always have tasks to complete in order to keep the garden a lively location. We have to constantly manage and protect it. The latter will be supported with a camera system as well thanks to a fund.

So there is a lot to do but we have already made a great achievement. As the Bible says: „You shall rejoice in all the good which the Lord, Your God was given you and your household”. Be thankful and celebrate The Lord as well as our supporters and our success.

I wish that the Cifra Garden may give happiness and joy for everyone. In my opinion the saying „The one, who gives to me teaches me to give” can be true in many other terms. Charge with happiness which is given by the garden and bring it home. Please visit the park, cherish and protect it in order to find happiness here tomorrow and always.

I would like to hand over the renovated Cifra Garden with the following Scandinavian saying:

„Fear less, hope more; 
Eat less, chew more; 
Whine less, breathe more; 
Talk less, say more; 
Hate less, Love more, 
and all good things will be yours!”

